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Oka: the guns pomt inwar

5 years after
the crisis,
Kanesatake
remains an
armed camp.

WILLIAM MMISIIEI
THE GAZETTE

It was hke a southem Iynching - the
night the “critters” showed up.

Shortly before midnight, as most of
Kanesatake’s 1,130 residents were turn-
ing in, seven men roared up to Serge Si-
mon’s light green bungalow in two heavy-
duty pickup trucks and two American
cars, ‘.

Lined up 50 feet from his front door, 3

they aimed their headlights through, his
windows, threatened to kill his famity,
shouted obscenities at his wife, shot au-
tomatic weapons into the air and lobbed
three flaresonto his roof and porch, start-
ing small fires. .

. / F o
Just ahothet nightGut at ‘Kanesatake?- ‘ ' - _
Serge Simon and his family have been harassed by the “critters,” Kanesatake thugs. He says the community is terrified.

Not really; But what happened to Simon
last June 5 is not unique.

This spring will mark the five-year an-
niversary of the beginning of one of the
most wrenching Indian crises this country
has evet witnessed.

-Yet though the heady days of the Oka

" crisis are a distant memory, Kanesatake

remains an armed camp. The only differ-
ence is the guns are pointing inward.
Once a community united in common
cause, Kanesatake has emerged from the
Oka crisis in the tragic image of a mod-
ern-day Dodge City.
Criminal gangs operate almost with im-

punity while the community’s political _

leaders notonly remain silent but also ap-
pear to encourage the situation through
their policies and actions.

|

|

For example, joining in the fun of ter-
rorizing the Simon family, witnesses said,
was Robert Gabriel. As the elected coun-
cil chief in charge of justice and security
he is, essentially. the law in Kanesatake.

But in Kanesatake not everything is as it
seems and the law often means no law.

Although Simon complained (o the
Siireté du Québec, no charges were cver
laid against Gabricl or anyone else for
threats against his family.

Simon’s sin had becn to spcak out
against the band council’s housing poli-
cy and the lack of law and order in the
community.

Five months earlier Gabriel had beat:
en up another Mohawk who had criti-

cized the council at a public meeting. No-
body made a complaint. No charges were
faid.

Though he claims not to condone the
gang violence. Grand Chief Jerry Peltier
does liitle to stop it and in fact wields it
as an effective political weapon. It's evi-
dence, he says, that Kanesatake is a
“cauldron ready to cxplode” unless ex-
tensive land claims are settled.

So Kanesatake has become an unholy
alliance between thugs and the band
council. Because of Peltier’s inaction, the
outlaws — derisively referred to by the
community as “critters” —enjoy a rclative
sanctuary. Peltier constantly warns the
Sureté du Québec to stay out of the com-

munity or “force will be met with force.”
The result is that a smail group of about
20 peoplc openly flout the law, and the
average citizen pays the price in fear and
terror.
Car thefts, assaults, drunk driving. drug

dealing and gun trafficking go largelvun-

investigated and consequently unpun-
ished.

The federal government has poured
more than $14 million into the commu-
nity since 1990, buying up 157 propertics
from whites, most of whom are only too
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eager to move oul of Kancsatake.,
But in what often appears to be ran-
dom, pointless violence, gang mem-
bers have robhed. looted and/or
vendalized many of these homces
sbon after their former owners
moved oul.

Kitchen cupboards, appliances,
fight fixtures and, in onc casc, an
above-ground swimming pool have
been ripped out and sold off. Noone
has been arrested.

With no ¢ffective system yet of del-
egating the homes, more than 50
have been iflegally occupied by Ma-
hawks Somc of these p:.oplc were

ly in nced of h g. But
olhcn like some of the gang mem-
bersand members of the band coun-
cil's sccurity force, the Watch Team,
took possession of the more expen-
sive propertics when they already
had homes of their own. One cot-
tagce is an outlet to scll illegal tobac-

co.

‘. Drug trafficking has become a big
problem as some gang members be-
gan last year cultivating marijuana
on federally owned farms purchased
for the community. Residents say
schoolchildren are hired to cultivate
the pot at $100 a night.

. Some of the newly purchased gov-

ernment homes are being used for
d ic marijuana cul N

they said.

. Somc residents, like Norman Si-

mon, sympathize with the marijuana

rs. “There are nojobsamund.

ﬂ "¢ just trying to make money.”

¢ Bul other residents see it as anoth-

er cxample of the anarchy that pre-

vm!s at Kanesatake.

“The cops aren't doing anything
lboul it even though they know
everything thal goes on here,” onc
resident who asked to remain
anonymous said of the Sireté du
Québee and the RCMP. “If the law
and the police are not gomg to help
@5, then who the hell is?

. Three Kancsatake citizens met
lasl October with federal Justice De-
ariment officials and the RCMP,
th to inform them of the lawless-
riess in the community and to com-
lain about the inaction of police.
.The citizens, who didn’t want to be
uoted by name, said these meetings
appear to have had no effect.

ilegal fircarms. In these cases, they
were either caught off the territory
or voluntarily surrendered after
making deals with the police.
Simon is also suing the band coun-
¢it and the Soreté du Quebec for
:’ailing to protect him and his fami-

What’s intriguing is that the hand
council is paying the leeal bilis for
Robert Gabriel and the critters,

Simon’s ordeal was another in a
long list of menacing actions that
send a troubling message to the
community: Don't speak out. Don't
make trouble. Toe the line.

“Fverybody's terrified,” Simon
said. “It runlly concernsahellof alot
of people.

Fear and a growing sense of hope-
lessness are keeping citizens away
from band council mectings where

- Peltier presides with his six councif

chicfs.

During the council sessions and
public mectings, membcers of the
gangs linc the walls, taunting people
who speak out, residents said.

“They point at you as if they're
pointing agun and firing,” said Ron-
nic Bonspille, who runs an ambu-
lance company at Kanesatake.

Another community member,
who like many requested anonymi-
ty for fear of reprisals, said: “They
have their little gang standing at the
door and they sort of push you as
you go out and then you get ha-
rassed for a few days afterwards.

“You don’t voice your opinion be-
cause if you do it’s " shut up,” that’s
all, and you get a visit the next day.”

Gerald Hannabery, pot such a vis-

_itearly last year. After his sister and

nephews spoke out about the law-
lessness at a public meeting, Robert
Gabricl and 10 of his relatives and
(riends went to Hannaberg's house
and heat up his nephews,

Hannaberg said Robert Gabricl's
brother Gary flashed a pistol.

“People have given up here,” said
Bonspille. “They really don't care
any more.”

“It'san awful thing to do and I hate
mysell for not being able to speak
out, but { have children and a fami-
1y.” onc community member said af-
ter refusing to be quoted by name.

Educators and social workers in
the community say the lack of law
and order is part of a wider commu-

i The only security in K is
the Watch Team - a largely un-
trained group of eight peaple paid
up to$425 aweck to patrol the com-
munity. Quebec does not recognize
it as a legal security force. Ottawa,
howcvcr pays (he salaries o( team

nity breakdown that is evident in nu-
merous social problems many of
which have arisen or worsened since
the 1990 crisis.

The high-school dropout rate is 90
per cent. Drug use among children is
rampant and teenage pregnancies

gh an ny have sky! d. From four or five
gram run by Human R teen preg ies a year before the
kaelopmem Canada. crisis, the number is now 32

+ The tcam reports to Robert
Gabriel. Manycommumtymembers
‘claisn that it exists more as a warn-
.ing system of impending police raids
than as a protection service for citi-
lcns
i The lack of police presence also
‘means serious car accidents go offi-
‘cially unreported, thereby jeopar-
-dizing insurance claims and investi-
gations into drunk driving. Robert
Gabricl and the Waich Team re-
fused to allow police to investigate
an accident this month in which a
plckup truck flipped over and a girl
was sent Lo hospital with a broken
coll:lr bone.
% Though summoned the night of
'lhc attack on Serge Simon, the
\Sireté du Québec never came to his
bcscue While his children huddicd
tin the basement, Simon held of! his
'nnackers with a hunting rifle. Their
launls and threats fasted until 3:30
n.m. when they suddenly decampcd
Y “We're not finished with you,”
..Robcn Gabriel was heard to say.
“t And he was as good as his word.
L.“l November, gang members dug
lvp Simon’s water linc and discon-
“nected it from a common well, The
“band council made no effort to stop
' the action. Simon had to get a court
Jorder in St. Jérome to force the
icouncil to reconncct the line.
1 Simon has since sued Robert
1Gabriel and the other critters:
‘{Robert’s brother Gary Gabricl, one
‘ycar younger at 28, his cousin
-l!radlcy Gabriel, 24, and their
riends Kirk ‘Lessard, 24, Carlos
Nelsen, 20, and Jason Gabriel, 23.
(Together theyboasta listofcriminat
‘convictions for assault, drunk dri-
ving, theft and uttering death
* threats. Lessard was recently
ct arged with con: piracy to traffic in

The effect on children of having
known criminals defiantly walking
the streets worries people like edu-
cation director Linda Simon.

“1 have a teenager and he thinks
(the gangs) arc cool guys,” Simon
said. “We're operating in a vacuum
here. There are no adult role mod-
els.”

She added, however, onc of the
few optimistic notes heard in Kane-
satake: "I think things arc progress-
ing sfowly bul ot as fast as we would
tike to see.”

Jermry Pulllor 'Cash liow broblems

Grand Chief Peltier:
ducks and disappears

When a fight broke out 2t a council
mceting early last ycar, Mary Jane
Hannaberg recatled pleading for
Grand Chief Peltier to step in:

“He said. " 1U's not me that's doing
this.’ and got up and left.”

Pettier deftly roft_with the punch-

Oka crisis: chronology and cost

March 1990: Oka Goll Club
voles toexpand its course onto 22
heetares of fand claimed by Mo-
hawks and known as The Pines
for its towering stand of pine,
hemtnck and oak trees. The Oka
vitlage council agrees to support
the expansion.

In protest. a small group of Mo-
hawks crects abarrier on a little

used dirt rowd travelling through -

the pines.

April 26: A Superior Court
judge in St Jérdme issues anin-
junction ordering the Mohawks

to remove their barricade. They -

refuse,

Juby 11 The Sareté du Québec
raids the barricade using tear gas.
Shots are fired and Cpl. Mareel
Lemay is killed. The SQ raiding
party retrcats and sets up four
barricades blocking roads lead-
ing into Kancsatake. Mohawks
respond with their own barri-
cades. Mohawks in Kahnawake
block the Mercier Bridge. The
SQ erects five blockades around
Kahnawake,

Aug. 20: The army moves in
with 1,400 troops to replace SQ
officers,

Aug. 29: Mohawks and the
army begin dismantling barri-
cades around Kahnawake.

Sept. 26: Fifty-seven Mohawks,
the last holdouts in Oka, leave

- the barricades. ending the 78-day -

standoff. They are arrested hy
the $Q and army. The crisis is
over. Mohawk leaders and gov-

croment officials express confi.
dence Kanesatake tand claims
will soon be settled.

[ N N

Indian population of Kanesa-
take: 1130,

Total costs to Quebec of the
Oka crisis: $108 million.

Total costs to the federal gov-
crnment: $322 million,

Money paid by Ottawa to oper-
ate Kanesatake band council ad- -
ministration and services since
the crisis:

1990-91: $3.8 mitlion,

1991-92: $5 million.

1992-93: $5.3 million.

1093.94: $4.8 mitlion,

1994-95: $5.8 miltion,

Federal funds budgeted ta pur-
chase 188 properties from non-
Indians for the Mohawks: $2§
miltion,

Amount of land the Kanesa-
take Mohawks are claiming in
negotiations with the federal gov-
erament: 67,340 hectares
stretching from Oka Park north
to Mirabel airport.

Money paid by Ottawa to the
band council from July 1991 to
July 199410 cover band negotiat-
ing costs: $£.5 million, .
- Monty paid by Ottawa to the
band council to cover costs for

1995 negotiations: $400,000,

Total number of sessions held
for land-claim ncgotiations since
Dec. 1992: zevo.

{1 Kanesatake beore 1990

(] Land purchased by the federal
Qovernmient since 1990

Oka parish

Goit coutse

. Map shows expansion of Kanasatake since Oka crisis of 1990,

es, ducks and disappears.

A solidly built man of medium
height who rarcly smiles, Pelticr, 47,
is Ojibwa from the Wikwemikong
Reserve in Manitoulin Island. He
moved to Oka in the 1970s afier
marrying a Mohawk. As an adviser
to former Kanesatake grand chief
Tvan Nicholas and as an administra-
tor in the federal department of In-
dian and Northern Alfairs, he has
cxtensive experience in native is-
sues.

He was clected June 13, 1992,
amid community expectations that
his federal government connections
would help settie tand-claim dis-
putes and bring prosperity to the
community.

“People voted for him because
they necded a good spokesperson,
someone who had an education,”
said Sheila Jacobsen, a former Pelti-
er supparter. "The community is
suffering the consequences of their
choice.”

Facing an clection this Junc, with
council member Crawford Gabricl
running against him, Pelticr is tar-
geted as the man respomsible for
turning the community into Dodge
City.

Using the Oka crisis as a spring-
board, Pelticr has built himsett
strong national profife as an ewtspo-
ken. unyiclding guardian of the sov-
creign interests of Kanesatake. He
defily plays to government fears of
more upheaval unless Mohawk de-
mands are met.

But many Mohawks say his blus-
tering cuts very little ice at home.
They view him as-a media-wise
politician who stages criscs whenev-
er e wants moncy or concessions
from the federal or provincial gov-
crnments.

Residents believe that's why he
staged lastyear'sillegal cometery ox-
ion over a public road. And
that's why tew people turned out to
support it

Nor did they blink an eye when the
SQ charged four of Pehier's sup-
porters with mischicl and property
damage in the cemetery affair,
Those charged included Robert
Gabrict and his brother Bradicy. an
illegal cigarette trafficker. The cas-
es arc pending.

But the cscapade appears to have
won Petticr more money from the
federal government to pay for land-
claim negotiations, natives said, The
community is sceking 67,340
hectares of land stretching north to
Mirabed Airport.

Since 1991, Ottawa has given the
band $1.9 million to pay for lawyers.
research and his negotiating tcam,
which includes Robert Gabriel.

Of this amount, the band reccived
a lump sum of $640,000 in 1993-94
even though land-claim negotia-
tions had broken off in December
1992 and still haven't reopened.

Neither the general public nar the
community has ever scen an ac-
counting for these funds, which isa
m.l]nv sore point among residents,
tlier this month the government
agreed 1o pay the band another
SINNINKD for 1995 negotiations.

Nor has Pelticr refeased to the
community an accounting of the §25
million the federal government has
granted the band council since 19490
to administer its cconomic, cduca-
tion and health programs.

The Department of Indian Affairs
refused o comment on band council
finances.  Department  official
Claude Michaud saidany comment
about Kanesatake would have 10
come from the band council.

Sucrecy is <o tight, however, that
even some council chicls complain
they aren’t tndd the full story con-
cerning band finances.

Leiked financial stalements show
that in 1993 Peltier’s councit had a
deficit of between SSTRAH and
SUNLH o otal annual budgetof
$5.7 million (o be spert on educa-

Kanesatake: an unholy alliance between thugs and the band council

" Uf the law and the police are not going to help us, then who the hell will?’ asks one reserve resident

tion, health and sacial services
recreation and band stration,

-

Yy

82.02

the liaison officer between the 90 :
and the . IUa Mohawk 3

At Outawa's urging, the band bired
aconsultant to tighten up spending
wind accounting practices,

“We'te not i deficin” Peltier in-
sisted at a recent court hearing in
which he is suing two Mohawks for
libel. “We were running into cash
flow problems.. .. What I need is five
times what isbeing given to usby the
federal government.”

Mary Creo Nicholas Local fron lady

The Nicholas clan:
running city hall

When the demands of Icadership
overwheln Jerry Peltier, he says he
seeks solice in Murict Nicholas. The
malriarch of the Nicholas clan,
Muricl proffers tea and advice, en-
couraging him 1o stay on as grand
chicf. And why not? The Nicholas
family has benefited greatly dusing
Peltier's administration,

Ask almost anybody in Kanesa-

_take who runs city halt and you'll get

one answer: the Nicholases.

Stop in at the band office and the
first person you'l! likely meet is Lin-
da Nicholas, a soft-spoken woman
whose son, Kirk Lessard, was one of
the “critters” who went after Serge
Simon.

Linda is the cousin of Mary Cree
Nicholas who, as director of opera-
tions for the band councit, is widely
regarded as the backbone of Pelti-
er's government. Muriel is Mary
Cree’saunt.

Age 37, Mary Cree’s dyed reddish-
blond hair, heavy makeup and pref-
erence for Dashy clothes and span-
dex makes her a standout in Mo-
hawk society. Behind her slight build
and pancitke musk are a sharp
1ongue and domincering
She's the local iron kady, the supre-
mo of a miniature burcaucracy
where jobs tend 10 slide into the
bands of relatives and supporters.

A glince at the list of band coun-
cil department heads is like reading
the Nicholas family tree.

Mary Cree's brother, Eugene
Nicholas, is deputy minister of jus-
tice reporting to Robert Gabriel.

Her brother Hugh is in charge of
protecting and maintaining homes
the government has purchased for
the Mohawks.

Her sister Jocelyn is director of
drug and alcohol prevention.

Her cousin Wendy Nicholas is the
director of welfare; her cousin Mury
Simon is director of economic de-

. welopment; her cousin Carolyn Dus-

sault is director of the labor man-
agement board; and her cousin Pat-
ty is director of medical transport.

At least 26 Nichotases or close rel-
atives hold down jobs controlled di-
rectly of indirectly by the band coun-
¢il. There are about 82 such jobs
available,

“This is not government by the
people, it s government by the

and Hugh Nicholas also operate the
largest husiness in Kanusatake: the
illeeal Bingo Magic.

Aary Cree refused o be inter-
vicwed for this article, She said she
wasn'L "going to speak 10 no wlhite
man.”

A frontier outpost:
SQ’s shaky liaison

Adong Highway 344 leading into
the village of Oka, a small, clap-
board Larmhuuse sits about Sthyards
back from the road. 10s a satellite
Soretd du Quéhee command post
where Cpl Paniel Beaudiy works
on native criminal filos wnd aets as

has o policing prnhl;m. he's sup-
posed to contact Bc.nudry ‘.

Beaudry works in the vise grips of 2
varied interests, and sometimes the 7
squeeze is unnerving. His bosse:
the 5Q fear too much meddling wil
spark another Oka crisis. Yet the
still expect him and his colleagues 12
maintain law and order. So Beaudry-2
must tread, but he must tread light- ¢
;

y. K

What's more, Beaudry has to deal =
with Peltier and Robert Gabricl. 2
They want him transferred and have
made that a condition for returning ;
to the land-claims bargaining l-’lb|L
with the federal government.

Pelticr said he has told Mlcll«.(.
Robert, federal land-claims nego-;
tiator, to have Beaudry replaced by
the former SQ liaison oﬂm.l!
Robert Gagnon.

The SQ remaved Gagnon Ias‘.
June after the police failed 10 help;
Serge Simosn, Simon recalls begging
Gagnon to send somebudy, “but hi
just stalled and stalied.”

In a brief interview, Pelticr wa;
asked why he wants Gagnon bac

“Jt's because they don’t have a lis?
aison officer at the momem,” hd
said.

- l}m isn't Beaudry the liaison o(ﬁ'
cer

Yus but we don't recognize h:mn
He's been identificd as a person |h-I‘
community does not feel comfortd.
able with. 1e” s.lrrol..ml.md is feed?’
ing misinformation.”

Pelsicr said he also wanits the |
son officer 10 report directly (o Pubg:
lic Seeurity Minister Serge Ménard
ortothe chielof the SQ. At the mae
ment, Beaudry reports to his smnon
chief in St. Eustache, Peltier said he
doesn’t trust the St. Eustache du

tachment,

But many people in the cummunn
ty interviewed by The Gazente sup-
port Beaudry.

Ga‘,nun is on their (P'.Iuer s)
side,” Serge Simon said. “Why
would somebody want a cop in parg
ticular if he wasn’t on your side”” .+

Beaudry met with several of the
critters last year and persuaded
them to turn themselves in for varid
ous crimes dating back to 1992. He
also helped organize the arrest of a
fourth gang member, Guy Catafor
who was hiding out in Kahnawake.

These actions might not have wod
him respect from  Peltier and
Gabricl, but they gained him marks
from people like Serge Simon. .«

On it day when i reporter visited
the SQ outpost, several Mohawky
came in to sign the weekly parolg
register at the SQ station. Beaudty
asked cach of them: “Have you seen
ny friend Jason?"

They chuckled and nervously lonk
away. Beaudry smiled and said: “If
you sce him tell him to come in afd
visit. Tell him [ just want to talk tn
him.”

Jason is Jason Gabriel, one of |hc
critters who harassed Serge Simon.
Gabricl was sentenced last year {o
twoyears in jail for conspiracy to de-
stroy property and for assault with
i weapon in connection with a rob-
bery attempt in Kanesatake. After
Christmas, fedesal prison officials
released him to a halfway house jn
Montreal. Soon afterwards, he ¢3-
caped (o Kanesatake, where he's
seen daily.

According to  the prolocdl.
DBuaudry is supposed to commurg-
cate with Robert Gabriel, Peltiegs
minister of justice. Jason is Robert’s
brother, When Jason is caught, he'lt
e sent back 1o prison to serve obit
his two years. But Robert won'twurn
in his brother. :

Meaowhile, the  residents nf
Kisnesitake have 10 live with an es-

caped criminal whose beother is in
chirge of justiee. -

Many Mohawks hietieve the SQ's
reductiee to police Kanesitake §s
racist.

STEs Mohawks n|nm;. itto Mu
haw ks, they don't care,” one u;l
dent said.

Beaudry denics this, but he won't
talk about his hiles or the problems
at Kanesatake, When it's suggesied
to Beaudry that the community
seems (o have quicted down smee
the fall, he smies and says somy-
thing about it betag winter. Then Iu
> ly\

“Justwaituntilihe spriog. There's
anelection coming up. vou know ™




