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Lawlessness called the issue on Kanesatake reserve
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When

gangs
ride

herd

Lawlessness
the issue
in Oka
of today

BY KIRK MAKIN
The Globe and Mail
Oka, Que.
HE rest of the country
knows it as Kanesatake,
but more and more ¢:s-
gusted Mohawks refer
to their community as “Hole in-
the-Wali” — a reference to a
lawless refuge where wviolent
criminals congregated in the Old
West.

“The issue here is not natives
against whites or natives against
natives,” says Debbie Etienne, a
young woman who played an ac-
tive role during the Oka golf-
course standoff of 1990. “The
issue is lawlessness.

“You can’t even drive on the
roads at night. {Gang members)
drive in the middle of the road
and won’'t move. People don't
even go out at night any more.”

Composed of both Mohawks
and non-natives, a gang terronz-
ing the Kanesatake area has
seized upon a situation wide
open to exploitation — the lack
of an effective police presence.

And Kanesatake has no one it
can really look to for help in
ousting the criminal element,
Ms. Etienne said.

The only police force with ju-
risdiction to act is the provincial
force. the Sireté du Québec, and it
is highly mistrusted by the Mo-
hawks For their part, police offi-
cers are afraid olPstumbhng int
ambushes on the dark back 'nads
of the Mohawk section, so they
routinely refuse to enter.

Ms. Etienne said Sareté offi-
cers aiso admit privately that
some of their colleagues are on
the take. It is open knowledge in
the community that the police
turmm a blind eye as the gang
smuggles contraband in and out,
she said She also alleged that the
gﬂng has allies on the band coun-
cil.

The presence of the gang is the

most dramatic aspect in a legacy
of misery since the events of
1990. Four years fater:
® Land-claim negotiations are at
astandstill;
® Vandalism and harassment are
endemic — the worst instance
being the gang;
@ There has been a general social
breakdown in which drugs, alco-
hol and despair have taken a par-
ticularly firm gnp on youth;
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o Bitter factionalism divides resi-
dents. Ignited by a decision by Oka
town council o expand the munici-
pal goif course onto land claimed by
the Mohawks, the confrontation has
driven a wedge between vanious fac-
tions of the community

Natives and non-natrves are split
into a number of isolsted groups
based on race, politcal affitianon or
spinitual behefs. Fear aod misery
have many faces these days. and &
handfut of Oka residents spoke in in-
terviews of how developments have
affected their own particular niche.

Drugs and gun dealing are com-
monplace, Ms Etienne said. “They
are cven using knds now to sell drugs
in schools. Some of them are being
threatened if they don't co-operate.
We have gor child pormography
going on that kids are forced into,

“There is 30 much going on that 1t
isternble. It 132 real shame that these
people are undermining everything
the Mohawk people stand for.

The gang systematically takes over
homes bought by the federal govern.
ment and trashes them. “They shoot
them up and np out cupboards and
swimsming pools to seil them,” Ms.
Etienne said “Then they move 06 0
the nextone.”

Many of the wealthier homes in
the ares 2ppear to be next on the gov-
emment's lig of acquisitions, she
said. Gang members have taken to
brazeniy patnting their names on the
doors of these homes to stake their
ciaims.

It 15 23 if there are a bunch of
wolves outside your door, ™ she said.
“1t'sbarbanc.*

Ms. Etienne beiongs to 2 faction in
the Mohawk community that be-
lieves staunchly in Longhouse madi-
tions such as sweatlodge ceremo-
nies and the use of traditional med-
icine.

According to Mohawk madition,
she said, chidren are mz ibil-
ity of the community. fe have
promised them that we -ull mnd up
for them. ™ While there is still consid-
erable fear of reraliation, she said,
more natives are likely to begin
;pulungrm

‘What brought matters 10 a head
was the death of two teen-agers sev-
trll weeks 2g0 1 a car accident at
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Instead, it has become 2 no man's
land.
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with Ottawa lie at the beart of much
of the tension. But despite miks
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Ms. Etienne predicted that a scat-
tered force of Mohawks from other
Canadian reserves and New York
Seate wnil ultimately descend on the
are2 to quell the lawiessness,

“I think we are going to have to
call on our own o clean up our
own,” she said. *1 think it's going to
blowup.”

IT was one thing to face armed and
angry soldiers over a de four
years ago, but Linda Simon Im dis-
covered something far more terrify.
m; than guns or tanks.

“My greatest fear is that my chil-
dren wiil grow uaimmg me because
I'm not a nanve,” s2id Ms. Simon, 2
white who 13 director of education
for the Kanesatake Mohawk band
and the wife of a formet band chief.

Oka is no longer the placid spot
Ms. Simon found 1) years 2go when
she mamed her Mohawk husband
and had four dh(drm In those days,
the i appeared

on.
‘The centre is located in a home re-
cently purchased by the government
from a non-native family. The band
council opposed its being occupi
insisting that the natives sho\dd hold
out for outright ownership of any
land within the area they claim.

Anxious to occupy the house im-
mediately, the centre’'s employees
simply ignored the councll and
moved in. It has become 2 familiar
pattern. The government barely a-
quires 3 property before somebody

moves in

“1t is obvious that from time im-
memorial, the land has belonged to
the indians,” Ms. Simon said. “They
trusted government, and the trust
was atways broken. 1 think people
bou;ht land heve under false pre-
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resigned to 2 peaceful co-existence
with the descendanrs of the whites
who appropnated thew land centu-
nes ago. Mi Stmon gradually turned
imo 8 Mohawk m every way but one
— herblood

"It was a different community
then,” she said. "1 wasn't aware of
the heantbreat The feclings were
there, but very much below the sur-
face. Since !990. the ghosts of the
past have become mare apparent. It

more unjucky than the
ones bordering the Pines — the Mo-
hawk cornmon land &t the centre of
the 78-day Oka standofl. Perhaps un-
tuctest of all is the family of Michel
and Jean Chevatier.
While most non-native propertics

in the area are modest, the Chﬂlher
property totals about B0 hectares of
rolling farmiand and pine stands lo-
cated dlose to the golf course. Under
happier cwcumstances, the land
would hoid the promise of wealth

d thar

Iulmp Mrs.  Chevalier said

“What the white peopie have done
ince arriving is terrible. *

But if the Chevaliers must go, they
‘want a fair price. More than 50 fami-
lies have sold their homes already.
but the Chevaliers are unhappy with
the sole offer they received from the
government,

1n the meantime, everyday life isa
test. Shots ring out regularly, and re-
sidents complain of feeling harassed

sence. Mrs. Chevalier said there is
alss 2 sed and pointiess feeling to
planting trees or flowers — kulon

spending money v"*’q
mwunﬂndymhvelfn-
taein (ks
“They are tined up waiting for our
hooses,” said Mrs. Chevalier, speak-
ing in her Toronto where
she spends the winter. “We are in an
wntenzbie postion. [ have to go —
nnduuvuypm{nl My roots are

Om:rmmmdlmllo

‘Now, we meet even our ows families and it is cold.
We don’t feel the same way aboet each other.
Everything is reaily out of costrol.’

Conway

— Gladys

(TIOR KOULETIThe Globe and Abesl}

tend to avert their eyes. Old ac-
quaintances are nervous about even
acknowledging one another lest they
be rebuffed.

“Now, we meet even our own
families and it is cold,” Mrs. Con-
way said. *We don't feel the same
way about each other. Everything is
really out of conrrol

“We were used to living all mixed
and nobody had any hard feclings
for anybody Nobody was causing
any trouble. Now | wonder if it is
ever going to be aver ©

Some of the non-narives who
haven't sold out or left the commu-
nity are paying the pnce for being
00 vociferous dunng the blockade,
shesaid.

‘They know the Indians hate
them,” Mrs. Conway szid. “If you
get along with them they don't
bother vou. But if they know you are
against them, they 1l break into your
house and smash itup.”

Mrs. Conway, a slight Mohawk
woman in her cary 50s, vored for
current Chief Jerry Pelnier in the last
band eiection. She now leans toward
electing 3 new chief who is less prone
to cronyism and move likely to nego-
tiate than confront

“There 15 supposed to be a meeting.
every month so everybody knows
what is * Mrs. Conway

by speeding vehicles and squesling
tires outside theit homes at night.
Break-ing are common. The Cheva-
lier house was robbed this past

spring.

“The police won't go in there,”
Mrs. Chevalier said of the Mohawk
areas. "When 3 coupie of the bams
were broken into, 1 told the police
wanted it to be put on the recond
They came creeping down the drive-
way so carefully. They said: “We
never know when we are going to be
trapped.’ They said a iot of the police
are so angry they can't come near,
but certain ones know they can con-
trol themseives.”

Many non-natives view the break-
ins as part of a straiegy by Mohawk
extremusts to intimidate non-natives
into selling out quickly. If so, it is
working.

“There is a great deal of stress,”
Mry. Chevalier said "1 think the
government 15 tetvified ahout having

wait. One of the Chevaliens' neigh-

boues moved to Vancouver
afles the death of one family
member and the diagnosis of cancer

limg hesghtened when Mes were
told that a0 ancienk Mohawk burial
ground was located on thevr land.
The also have recently
Mldnlhulh:flmdy and an-
other member is suffering from a se-
riows iliness. “Sometimes | think we
are cuned, t00,” Mrs. Chevalier
o,

IF ks in 1994 represents progress,
Gladys Conway would just as sonn
rerorm to the bad oid days

When venture out of their

howses nowadays, she said. they

said. “But therr haven't been any
since January. Everything is happen-
mg so fast. you don't know what is
Iuppemn; There are no answers to

The Itier admuinsstration is ac-
cused by members of most factions
of misusing band funds intended for
the entire community Peopte are
made more bitter when they see
councillors and thewr friends with
fancy cars while they have trouble
geting band money for home im-
provements

Like many of the older residents,
Mn  Conway 15 most disturhed
about what the children of the com-
munity wimessed dunng and afer
the standoff

“All the young children — cven
the two- and three year-olds — have
been brainwashed sbout what hap.

n 1990,° she said "They are
inwashed that we hate the white
people, we hare the police and we
hate this and that I'm pretty sure

those children are going to grow up
bating. They are going to say we can
oaly be fnends with our own kind. *

As winter approaches, jobs are al-
most nom-existent for those youths.
Even the sale of cut-rate cigaretres —
the only reasonably reliable source of
income — has been hurt by a drop in
tobacco taxes

The picture gets worse. The school
dropout rate and teen incies
are at an ali-time high. Some of the
pregnancies involve girls as young s
14. Drug abuse and alcoholism
-mou youth are equally out of con-

Mmy of the youths who were in
their formanve years during the cri-
sis now feel 1 little to0 comfortable
with weapon:. “They brough! them
up militant — don't be afrad to fight
and ail that,” Mrs. Conwzy sad. “Sa
now they don't care. They will take a
gun and shoot ”

This past spring, she recalled. a
group of youths broke into a nearby
bouse and shot 1t to bits with a ma-
chine gun “T've seen one house
where they smashed all the windows
and took the roof off.” she said

Stil), Mrs. Conway maintains the
one belief that 15 shared throughout
Kanesatake. “They want to take
away the Pmes from us, and we've
got to fight it,” she said. “Can tus
really be true? That m ‘we're gong
10 lose the Pines. too

DISPOSSESSION is a constant
theme in the history of Kanesatake.
Stones are lepon of religious orders
litical admunstrators seizing
from the Mohawks through
theft or stealth
‘The communuty was further weak.
ened by internal smife and the fosced |
exm' of children to residential .
is. Those who retumned fmm
the schools no fonger knew the feel-
ing of being in a famity. “There are
families where it is obvious there'sa |
lot of physical abuse and the par- .
enting isn't there, * Ms. Simon said
people have been living
these things for s many centuries
that the community is no longer
healthy,” she sawd. “Because of gen.
erations of oppression and hate, peo- |
pie tend to react as any humm\
would — with violence, scoffing.
backbmnl and hating your ne\gh

M; Simon said she now fears lht
provincial govemment may use the
chaotic situation in Kanesatuske to
Justify another raid. "1 thsnk the Party
Québécois has got to get itself in 2
posinon where it appears it can han-
dle 1ts own affairs. ~

However, she said «t would be a
mistake for the outside world to
think Kanesatake is happy with its ’
lawless environment The dilemma
is that as frightened as people ate,
they also know that any inrusion by |
the authorities could lead to a far.
worse explosion than occurred 1n
1990. The cumulative effect of years
of resentment has raised tempers to 1
steady boil. Many people are not '
even aware how close ther anger 1s
tothe surface, she said.

Ms. Simon ited one of her sons as |
an example. On the last day of the
1990 standoff, the |1-year-oid boy.
had been one of several children who |
mocked the police with pig noises -
fnm 2 bus window.

7 came ta the nack of the bus. ;
rabbc him, shook h:m and pushed .
is face into the seat,” Ms. Simon re.
calls. "It just temfied hnm To dm‘
day, he won't ratk about it~

Ms. Simon was herself pinned to
the ground by soldiers near the:
biockade after she Jost her tem)
with them for mlhnf er wait five |
hours to deliver a collecnion of baby
clothes 10 the Mohawks behind the
blockade

“In a confrontarton. | think the
anger would come back,” she said
“A jot of us have things we haven't
handled  People feel the lice
should be in here. but their fear 1s.
that they won 't react logcally ™ )




